
Leeds Asylum Seekers’ Support Network

Grace Hosting
Overview

Grace Hosting is a scheme run by volunteers, who arrange temporary emergency accommodation for homeless refugees, asylum seekers, and failed asylum seekers. 

Accommodation is provided in the homes of volunteers (“Hosts”) who provide an evening meal, bed, breakfast and washing facilities on a night by night basis.  Volunteers receive no payment for taking part in this scheme.

Criteria for referrals 
We will only accept referrals for people who are: 

· Either refugees, asylum seekers or failed asylum seekers and 

· Homeless, destitute or vulnerably accommodated 

Grace Hosting is not suitable for: 

· People with (or with a recent history of) serious mental health problems, or who are showing signs of acute mental distress 

· People whose behaviour may cause alarm or distress to a Host or their household. 

· Other migrants - e.g. someone who has overstayed their visa, or other irregular migrants who do not have recourse to public funds.

Information for people being referred

It is important that anyone being referred understands the type of accommodation Grace offers.  

Please make sure that anyone being referred to Grace knows and understand the following information before you refer them:

· The host is a volunteer who receives no payment for hosting them, and it is not Home Office Accommodation.

· They are not allowed to remain in the house during the day unless suggested by the host.

· After the agreed number of nights, they will need to leave the host, and contact your agency who will try to find them another host / place to stay.  

· Guests may not smoke in the host’s house. 

· The accommodation is only available for people who have no other housing options: if the Home Office offers alternative accommodation, the offer of Grace Accommodation will usually be withdrawn. 

· If they no longer require the accommodation, then they must inform their referral agency or the Host as soon as possible

 To make a referral: 
· At present we accept referrals from Destitution Caseworkers at 

· British Red Cross: tel 0113 201 5267 email 

· Positive Action for Refugees and Asylum Seekers (PAFRAS): tel 0113 262 2163 email  

· They will assess the person’s suitability for Grace Hosting, complete a risk assessment and then contact the Grace Hosting Coordinator with the following information: 

· Their name, telephone number and what time they are available until 

· The name of the person being referred including their age, gender, country of origin, languages spoken, level of English and current asylum status 

· Any dietary requirements and relevant health issues 

· If they are comfortable staying in a house with pets

· Confirmation that you the Destitution caseworker has seen/spoken to the person being referred on the day the referral is being made, and that they are sure that they need a host.

Once the Destitution caseworker has called the coordinator, the coordinator will to try to find a suitable hoist. This can sometimes take several hours, so please be patient.

Once a Host has been found we ask that the Destitution Caseworker:

· Talks to the person being referred to check that they are still in need of accommodation.

· Give the person being referred the Host Information Sheet, which has directions and a telephone contact number for where they are staying. This can be given as a hard copy or sent as a PDF to their smart phone.

· Explain to the person being referred the time they are expected to arrive, and if the Host has pets

· Phone the Host to confirm that the person being referred will be staying with them.

· If necessary, provide the client with the bus fare to get to the Host’s house.

The next morning

· If the person being referred still needs accommodation, their Destitution caseworker will re-refer them to the person co-ordinating as soon as possible 

· If the person being referred tells you that a host has offered to extend their stay, please inform the person co-ordinating as soon as possible. 

Finally

If at any point you 

· feel concerned about your experience with Grace Hosting or 

· would like to discuss referring a client who may not quite meet the referral criteria, 

please contact Jo the Grace Hosting Volunteers Manager on 07927 808 372 or 0113 373 1759 or via email on jo@lassn.org.uk
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